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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable high-quality image reading even 
concerning a monochromatic original by selecting an 
optimum light source color or color filter based on the 
output of a prescan means to execute, reading in plural 
colors beforehand. 

CONSTITUTION: In the case of a prescan presence 
mode, reading is executed with lov^^ resolution/low 
magnification by using an R color light source, and the 
maximum density value and bottom density value of each 
color in a read area are detected by an AE circuit 215 
and stored. When there is enough density difference, 
prescan is finished, and the monochromatic original is 
read by the R color light source. When the enough 
density difference is not obtained, prescan is executed 
in order from a G color to a B color. Then, when the 
enough density difference is not obtained after 
finishing prescan in three colors, density difference is 
compared among the three stored colors and reading is 
executed by using the light source of the maximum 
density difference. 
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